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 We welcome you to Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church and are 
blessed that you have come to our worship service. We hope that this 
worship experience is both enlightening and inspirational. Each Sunday is 
the day in which we commemorate the Resurrection of our Lord, God and 
Savior Jesus Christ. The Christian Orthodox Church is the Church of the 
Resurrection and we rejoice in the Lord’s triumph over death. 

 If you are a visitor to our Parish we encourage you to follow the Divine 
Liturgy book to assist you in following the Liturgy. While we are joyful 
that you have come to join us in worship, we must let you know that the 
sacraments are reserved for those who are Baptized and Chrismated in the 
Orthodox Faith. Though we may share a common belief in the Holy 
Trinity, not all churches are one in faith and practice. We believe that Holy 
Communion is not the means to Christian unity but it is in fact the fullest 
expression of that unity. We fervently pray for this unity in every divine 
service of the Orthodox Church. While visitors from other faiths are not 
able to receive Holy Communion today, we welcome all to receive the 
blessed bread that is distributed by the Priest at the end of the service. Feel 
free to contact Fr. Haralambos, if you desire to learn more about the 
Orthodox Church, the Church of the New Testament. 

 We would like to remind all Orthodox Christians to be spiritually 
prepared and in proper canonical standing with the Church in order to 
partake of the Holy Eucharist. 

FEASTS CELEBRATED  TODAY  
 

 On this, the 3rd day of December, Fourteenth Sunday of Luke, we 
commemorate: 
 

The Holy Prophet Sophonias (Zephaniah) 
Our Righteous Father John, Bishop and Hesychast 
Holy Martyrs Agapius and Seleucius 
Theodore, Archbishop of Alexandria 
 
By their holy intercessions, Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

http://www.saintbarbara.net
mailto:office@saintbarbara.net


Sunday, December 3, 2017 
Fourteenth Sunday of Luke 

 

Apolytikion* for the Resurrection (First Tone)  
 Savior, Your tomb was sealed by the Jews with a stone. Soldiers 
kept watch over Your sacred body. Yet, You rose on the third day, 
giving life to the world. Wherefore the powers of heaven cried out to 
You, O Giver of Life, “Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ; glory to 
Your Kingdom, glory to Your dispensation who alone are the Loving 
One.” 

Apolytikion* for Saint Barbara  
 Let us honor Saint Barbara; for the all-modest one prevailed over 
the snares of the enemy, and was freed from them as a sparrow, with 
the Cross as aid and weapon. 

Seasonal Kontakion*  
 Today the most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal 
chamber and virgin, the sacred treasure of the glory of God enters this 
house of the Lord bringing with her the grace of the Divine Spirit. The 
angels of God praise her. She is the heavenly tabernacle. 
 

* see back cover for definition 

 

THIS W EEKõS SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday, December 3¸Fourteenth Sunday of Luke  
×Orthros, 8am; Divine Liturgy, 9am  
Sunday School 
Youth Choir 
Youth Rally, 4-6pm 
×Great Vespers¸SAINT BARBARA, 6pm  
 

Monday, December 4¸FEAST OF SAINT BARBARA  
×Orthros, 8am; Divine Liturgy, 9am  

 

Tuesday, December 5¸Great Vespers for St. Nicholas  
×St. Nicholas, Northridge, 7pm  

 

Wednesday, December 6¸Feast of St. Nicholas 
×Orthros, 8am; Divine Liturgy, 9am  

 

Thursday, December 7  
 Bible Study, Redding Center, 1pm 
 

Sunday, December 10¸Tenth Sunday of Luke  
×Orthros, 8am; Divine Liturgy, 9am  
Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant 



 

THIS W EEKõS SERVERS 
 

Epistle Readers: Greek:  Angelique Chuchas 
  English: Alex Nikolov 
 

Acolytes :  Theophanis Fox, Cainan Iorio,  
  Jacob Kourakis, Jacob Kaminsky, 
  Alex Nikolov, Zachary Nikolov 
 

Prosfora:  Anna Petronakis 
 

Ushers:   Paul Tziouvaras & Alex Haimanis 
 

Brunch:   Parish Council 
  70th Anniversary Reception 

Epistle Notes: Besides separating from darkness, Christians are also to 
expose it. But we must first come out of hiding to be exposed ourselves. 
That is, we must confess our sins and repent of them. Orthodox Christians 
do this before baptism, before the Eucharist, and also in a separate 
sacrament of repentance. 

 

Ephesians 5:8-19 
 Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found 
in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is 
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak 
of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by 
the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then how you 
walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with all your heart.  

Epistle Reading 



 At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was 
sitting by the roadside begging; and hearing a multitude going 
by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” And those who were in front rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped, and commanded 
him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me 
receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; 
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his 
sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, 
when they saw it, gave praise to God.  

 

Gospel Reading 

ñAnd Jesus said to him,  
óReceive your sight; your faith has made you well.ô 
And immediately he received his sight and followed 
him, glorifying God; and all the people, when they 

saw it, gave praise to God.ò 
- Luke 18:43 

 

Sunday January 7th, 2018ñEpiphany & Diving for the Cross 



PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS ARE TODAY!  
 

If you havenôt already voted, please be sure to visit 

the table in the Orthodox Center after Liturgy and let 
your voice be heard! Stewards in good standing will 

receive ballots for the Parish Council and liturgy time.  



C ALM  A DOPT  A  F AMILY  PROGRAM  

 

 CALM is our Signature Charity. Through the Adopt a 
Family Program, they provide children gifts, food, 
household items and basic necessities during the holiday 
season. Last year we gave toys, books and other gifts, but 
also essentials like blankets and coats for families who are 
struggling to simply get by. 
 

 This year, hundreds of families receiving CALM 
services have requested help for the holidays.   
 

 With your help, we will support this wonderful 
tradition. Take a tag from the Wishing Tree in the Orthodox 
Center, purchase the requested item, return your items to 
the Church office by December 5, 2017.  
 

 If you would prefer to make a donation, please make 
checks payable to “Saint Barbara Philoptochos” and the 
shopping will be done for you based on wish lists on the 
Christmas Wish Tree. 
 

T HANK  Y OU ! 
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APOLYTIKION  
The Apolytikion (Greek: ỐɸȌȈȏŰǿȇȆȌȊ) or Dismissal Hymn is a troparion (hymn) 
said or sung at Orthodox Christian worship services. The apolytikion 
summarizes the feast being celebrated that day. It is chanted at Vespers, 
Matins and the Divine Liturgy; and it is read at each of the Little Hours. The 
name derives from the fact that it is chanted for the first time before the 
dismissal (Greek: apolysis) of Vespers. In the Orthodox Church, the liturgical 
day begins at sunset, so Vespers is the first service of the day. 

¶ 

KONTAKION  
A Kontakion (plural ñkontakiaò) is a type of thematic hymn in the Orthodox 
Church. Originally, the kontakion was an extended homily in verse consisting of 
one or two preliminary stanzas followed by several versesðusually between 18 
and 24ð called ñoikoiò (singular ñoikosò). The kontakia were so long that the 
text was rolled up on a pole for use in the servicesðthe genesis of the name 
kontakion, which means "from the pole" in Greek.  In current practice, the 
kontakion has been greatly abbreviated. Only the first preliminary stanza and 
first verse are sung or read after the sixth ode of the canon at orthros. The 
preliminary stanza alone is sung at the Divine Liturgy, following the apolytikia.  

THE HELLENIC 

CULTURAL MUSEUM  

WILL BE OPEN 

TODAY 

AFTER LITURGY 

 

EVERYONE IS INVITED TO 

COME AND  

VISIT THE MUSEUM 
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