
During this unique time of uneasiness and uncertainty, we are happy to inform you of the 
new temporary procedures for returning to services at our beloved St. Barbara Church. 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT: 
 

We will be complying with the State and County guidelines and we will be utilizing a 
“phased-in” approach, while trying to adapt to the ever-changing situation we are all living 
through. 

 

First and foremost is the safety of everyone.  Unfortunately, for those who are 
considered vulnerable (65 or older, people with underlying medical issues or conditions, anyone 
exposed to someone with the virus, or are experiencing symptoms) we highly encourage you to 
refrain from attending services at the present time.  

 

We know and understand that this isn’t what we all want, but it is the best way to avoid 
the virus. 

 

Any and all procedures in effect are temporary as we do our best to protect all of us.   
 

We will be sending out updates to our process on a regular basis; through the Weekly 
Bulletin, monthly newsletter, email blasts, through Fr. Bob’s messages at the end of Liturgy and 
guideline postings on our website.  We ask for your patience and understanding that some 
changes may occur very quickly, and may change our timelines for this re-opening. 

 

 
On behalf of the Re-opening Committee, 
 
Dino and Afrula Fields 
Communication Leads 
 
 
  



Worship Guidelines 
St. Barbara’s Parish, Santa Barbara 

 
We are glad to welcome the faithful back to the Divine Services!  However, if you’re ill for 

any reason with any symptoms, we ask you to please remain home and watch the services 
online at www.saintbarbara.net/live-streaming. 

 
If you have any medical conditions that would place you at special risk for the COVID-

19, or if you are over age 65, we encourage you to stay at home and participate in the live-stream 
online. 

 
Before you arrive: 

 
You will need to reserve a seat to attend a service in order to ensure that we are kept below 

our required capacity.  Reservations are also needed for tracing should someone become ill, which is 
why we require a phone number as well. 

Reservations will be by phone to allow easy access to all. 

The reservation number is 805-845-9475 

Please leave a message with the following details:  

• Your name 
• the best contact phone number for you 
• the date you would like to attend 

• the number of people in your family coming with you, and their names.   

Someone will respond to your call to acknowledge that your reservation has been taken, please 
don’t arrive if no one has responded. 

Seating will be offered in the order that reservations are received.  Based on current 
County Public Health guidelines, we can accommodate 33 individuals, or a combination of individuals 
and families up to 40 people.  Families that live in the same household will be able to sit together. 

We will have services announced that will be reserved for higher-risk parishioners only, so stay 
tuned for those opportunities! 

 

When you arrive: 

Everyone will need to wear a mask at all times, the mask will be removed for holy 
communion.  Masks are not required for children under 2 years old, and from 3-8 years children 
should wear their masks under the supervision of an adult.  We will have masks available if you do not 
have one. 

This will be very difficult, but please do not hug anyone or shake hands! 

The restrooms will be available, but we can have only one person in the restroom at a time.  
If someone is in the restroom when arrive, we ask you to please wait until they leave before entering.  
If you will need to use the restroom, please take the opportunity before you are seated. 

You will be greeted by an usher who will ask you to use hand sanitizer, check your name 
off of the reservation list, and will review these procedures with you. 

You will have the opportunity to light a small candle and place a donation in our 
collection box, however you are encouraged to make any donations or stewardship contributions 



online at https://pushpay.com/g/saintbarbara.  Large votive candles will not be lit during the service, 
but will be lit via the “Light a Candle” page on our website. 

As you enter, PLEASE VENERATE the icons, but PLEASE DO NOT KISS THEM.  Proper 
veneration of the Holy Mysteries they represent can be done just as effectively by crossing yourself, 
bowing your head, and saying a prayer. 

Everyone will be seated by an usher to make sure that we are keeping physical distancing 
of 6 feet at all times.  We apologize that we will not be able to let everyone select their own seats – we 
will enter via the side aisles and seat you at the first available seat towards the front.  The ushers will 
also help with communion and dismissal.   

We will not have service books available – feel free to bring your own, or follow along 
on your smart phone or tablet device if you need to.  We encourage you however to turn your devices 
off and participate as fully as possible! 

You will notice that we are not able to have a choir at this time, so the choir loft will remain 
closed. 

Holy Communion will be distributed in the current tradition, using a common 
spoon.  Please approach with your mask on, and remove it only to receive.  We ask that you please 
open your mouth and tilt your head back, and the priest will place the Holy Gifts in your mouth.  The 
communion cloth will not be used except in the case of an accidental spill, so you will not be wiping 
your lips.  Please place your mask back on as you return to your seat.  Antidoron (blessed bread) will 
not be distributed at this point. 

As you depart: 

For dismissal, the left side of the church will empty first, then the right side at the direction of 
the ushers.  After you receive the blessed bread, you will exit the side door of the church to the 
right.  Please do not kiss the priest’s hand as you receive the bread. 

Unfortunately, we are still not allowed to gather for coffee hour or fellowship, so we ask 
everyone to please exit to the parking lot and proceed home. 

 Rest assured that the entire church and the restrooms will be thoroughly cleaned after each 
service, so we can welcome everyone back to a clean and safe church! 

https://pushpay.com/g/saintbarbara

